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10 True Shidduch Stories 
By Toby Lieder 

  
1. When It’s Bashert, You can be with just a backpack & its ok. 
My Daughter went to Holland for one summer to be a head counsellor. She had a 
two-week break between camps, since the next shlichus was to be a counsellor in 
A Russian overnight camp. She thought to herself, “Why not jump into Israel for a 
couple of weeks and visit some relatives!”. As the plane landed in Ben Gurion 
airport, we called relatives in Lod asking them to pick her up from the airport. 
That morning in Lod was my nephews first child’s bris. All neighbors and family 
gathered around in shul first thing that very morning! Because my daughter with 
her backpack looked ‘new’ in town, we got the call that morning that someone 
thinks she is a good idea for their son! No fancy clothes, with just a small 
backpack, she dates this Israeli guy that only spoke Hebrew while she replied only 
in English with a strong Aussie accent! (When she complained that she’s not sure 
he understands her well, I explained this is the best recipe for Sholom Bayis! “I 
too didn’t understand all your fathers Hebrew language, it’s only a good thing!”) 
The last day of her two-week spontaneous stopover was her L’chayim! True story. 
 
In A Nutshell: 
Hashem is spending all day making shidduchim, we’re told. We can never be too 
prepared for that moment, only Hashem knows! Just trust that He will make it 
happen for each and every person. It always does work out, it does. 
 
What We Can Do: 
When the opportunity comes your way, and you only have just a backpack on 
your shoulders, that is not a good enough reason to dismiss any Shidduch 
prospects! Never say no, when you don’t have a real good enough reason.  
 
2. The Shadchan Is A Messenger All right! 
His mother nudged him one more time, “Nu you are 20 years old already! Go see 
a shadchan! He called the town Shadchan and explained that his mother made 
him call and does he have any ideas of a good Frum nice girl for himself. The 
Shadchan wrote the boy’s name into his little black book and said in a haste,  
“don’t call me, I’ll call you!”. Before the ink had a chance to dry while finishing 
writing the bochur’s last name, there was a call to the shadchan from a very 
distinguished Rabbi, and he said in a serious tone respectfully, “Maybe you have a 
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nice boy for my wonderful daughter?”. “Rabbi, of course I do, I just finished 
scribbling down his name. He is a wonderful bochur that is very well liked, I’m 
telling you he is a perfect match for your daughter (whom he never even met!). 
Sure enough, their deal-breakers matched up after extensive research on both 
sides, and they were engaged less than two weeks later! 
He too only spoke in Hebrew and she only answered in English which they both 
hardly understood each-other much, yet they are very happily married now, 43 
years and 14 kids later, plus 30+ grandchildren!  I always admired and marveled at 
Hashems ways of being so precise with the timing when bringing two neshomas 
together! Who knows if it was the language barrier that brought myself and my 
dear husband Yankel our wonderful Sholom Bayis!  
  
In A Nutshell: 
Never say never. I said, “No Israelis” and B”H got the cream D’lcream of Israelis. 
Nu! So, we didn’t understand each other all the time! It can only be a good thing.  
 
What Can We Do: 
Let’s be ready and open to think out of the box, of potential possibilities that we 
may have said NO to in the past, can maybe now be a possible YES. Think again. 
 
 
3. It Is All In The Timing: 
I saw her from a distance standing tall and seeming shy. I have an eye for young 
singles who look eligible for marriage, just like a car salesman notices every car 
brand and style. Being a matchmaker, I cannot help myself from identifying every 
possible single I encounter. I had never seen her before and asked my hostess, 
“Who is this young lady?” She replied matter of fact, “She is my eldest daughter.” 
 
I must have scanned her for about 4 seconds, without even asking her name, I 
exclaimed, “Maybe she’d be a good match for so and so”? She then looked me 
over briefly and replied, “Who knows? maybe?” I said. “I have this gut feeling it’s 
a good idea”. Lo and behold, a few weeks later they were excitedly engaged!  
You may ask, “Toby, how did you know?” “I didn’t. She was a complete stranger. 
Hashem put the idea into my head!” I have no other explanation. True story! 
 
I believe when it’s the right time, just like a baby is born not one second before or 
after it is meant to be born, so too is the exact timing for one’s Shidduch. 
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I am a big believer that once we decide to be partners with Hashem in the field of 
matchmaking, Hashem actually puts these ideas into our heads!  
I feel so privileged that Hashem has chosen me to be His messenger to bring 
couples together, building future generations! What an honor Partnering with 
Hashem! 
 
In A Nutshell: 
Timing is everything. Trusting that Hashem is in charge and has a reason for 
everything will give you strength. Hashem has it all planned out to the very 
second when it is really meant to be. But we absolutely must put in our work, we 
have to make deposits as much as possible, in order to receive Hashem’s 
blessings. 
 
What We Can Do: 
Wherever parents go we can be on the lookout and open our antennas to think 
Shidduch-wise, “Maybe this single can be a match for so and so.” 
We can all be messengers to help make Shidduchim, for example, by thinking if 
the person you dated was not for you, maybe they’re a good fit for someone else 
you may know.  
 
 
4. Be Consistently In Touch With A Shadchan: 
 
Two Mothers WhatsApp me exactly every two weeks at the same time, asking me 
if I had a match for their child.  One had a girl from New York, and the other had a 
boy from Canada. As a shadchan, I request a reminder every two weeks with one 
word only. “Available, or Busy.” Upon receiving these two messages “Available” 
simultaneously, I got this gut feeling thinking to myself, “These two singles, may 
just be a possible match! Hashem, you did it again!”. I had interviewed both of 
them a while ago and looked in depth what their 5 deal breakers were. They were 
both looking for the exact same values. 
 
I contacted both moms and suggested they exchange profiles. It was agreed they 
should meet. Just as he was about to get on a plane to New York from Canada, 
the borders shut because of Corona. This couple dated on Zoom for about 
eighteen times till the borders opened up again, enabling him to drive to New 
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York. They finally met in person for the first time in about two months and Lo and 
behold, got engaged soon afterwards! True story. 
 
I honestly didn’t consider them being a match until Hashem made it look so 
obvious to me. Hashem planted the idea by them both sending me the words 
Available every two weeks consistently, on the same day. Hashem has His 
wonderous ways getting the right couple together in the right time.  
 
In a Nutshell: 
Be in constant touch respectfully (around every two weeks) with a reputable 
Shadchan that will advocate for you. It’s your consistency that will keep you on 
the top of their lists! 
 
What We Can Do: 
From time to time, gift the Shadchan with a little token of appreciation. Even A 
few encouraging nice words in text or email can go a very long way. Shadchonim 
work tirelessly many hours that never get noticed, especially the ones they try 
setting up that didn’t work out. It is encouraging and pleasure to work for people 
that appreciate their hard-dedicated work. Your appreciation would go a long way 
 
 
 
5. You Never Know: 
My husband and I were passing 770 one day when a friend of his whom I had 
never met before, nor knew his name, was just passing. My husband turned to me 
and said, “Toby, do you know a nice good Frum girl for my good friend?” As he 
said those words, my friend happened to be strolling on the parkway, and as I 
glanced in her direction to wave, I said to my husband, “Maybe her she’s a 
wonderful girl?”. He replied, “Why not? Hashgocha Protis! Let’s check out if 
they’re 5 Deal-breakers match up!”  We set them up and it is now 41 years later, 
they are calling me about their son. They’ve married off their 7 children B”H, with 
one more left to go! So nice to work for the next generation. 
 
In A Nutshell: 
Be on the lookout for others as much as you would want others to look out for 
you. See Hashgocha Protis play a vital role with Shidduchim! It will never cease to 
amaze you! 
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What We Can Do? 
Always say “Why not?”. We don’t know who/where the Bashert will be. It is 
always worth the stretch to go with your gut. Most importantly, don’t put off a 
good idea. Follow your intuition and carry out the idea as soon as possible.  
 
6. Everyone Gets There At The End: 
My daughter was living in New York for a few years and was in her search for her 
soulmate. Right in middle of the night, down under here in Australia, that gut 
feeling screamed out to me so loudly, that I woke my husband and said “Wake up, 
wake up, you know that guy we met for three minutes, in our Livingroom! He’s 
the one! Her soulmate is right here in Melbourne living just around the corner 
from us!”. I jumped out of bed like I had won the lottery and said “He’s the one! 
We must bring her back from New York right now!” Hashem decided now was 
their time to meet. That feeling was so genuine and real. A few weeks later we 
had a beautiful Mazel Tov! They were engaged. True story! 
 
In A Nutshell: 
Trust that each person has another half somewhere. Hashem will arrange to meet 
up, no matter what, even oceans apart! Hashem designed and prearranged the 
exact time and place for each soulmate to meet each other. Have full faith and 
trust in Hashem and His plans. Hashem is only good. So, it will definitely be good! 
  
What Can We Do? Look just around the corner, for we never know where the 
Bashert is! Sometimes we think we have to go far away but they may just be right 
under your nose! Talk to your local friends, ask who’s in town! You never know! 
 
7. Think of Others: 
My husband came home one Shabbos morning and said to me, “Toby, do you 
have an idea for this very fine young man. He is available for dating now.” I said, “I 
haven’t got a clue who he is, I never interviewed him.” My husband answered me, 
“Nu! He’s just looking for a very warm, Frum, chassidishe, refined very smart girl”.  
The day before, my brother in New York happen to mention to me that his 
daughter was now ready for dating and asked me to have her in mind. I said, 
“Why not my niece?” We cross checked both of their 5 deal-breakers, and 
discovered they were indeed on the same page! When Hashem decides that’s it! 
We made the calls, Lo and behold! they were engaged! True story! 
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I am witness time and time again, to how Hashem is really running the show, and 
we are just His messengers! I see miracles like this all the time! Who wouldn’t 
want to do His holy work? By the way, anyone can be a matchmaker! You can too. 
(I created a “Shidduch Academy” training course for people wanting to perfect 
their Shidduch skills, and even qualify to be a Dating Coach!) 
 
In A Nutshell: 
Never say never when an opportunity arises. Hashem looks around and needs 
messengers to carry out Shidduchim for Him. You can be partners with the best 
boss in the world, Hashem! Just be mindful and try to consider suggesting ideas! 
 
What can we do? 
Always be openminded and say “Maybe”. When someone asks you to assist in a 
shidduch, say “sure!”, because we never know when it is takeh the right one! 
 
8. The Computer was the Shadchan: 
My sister sent me this girl’s profile (knowing that I had interviewed her a few 
months before) with a suggestion. She said, “Here’s a profile of a guy that I want 
you to suggest for her”. I called her, and she declined, saying it wasn’t for her. 
Meanwhile, I glanced at this boy’s profile, (without knowing a thing about him at 
all, since I only interviewed her, not him!) and my gut (Hashem) spoke to me and 
said, “Hey! Maybe him for that other girl you interviewed last Tuesday?” I laughed 
thinking to myself, “Toby, you don’t know him from a bar of soap!” 
I called him, and together we identified his 5 deal-breakers, and realized its takeh 
a good match! “They both looked into it seriously, and a few weeks later, yes, it’s 
true! They became engaged! This couple just got happily married 2 weeks ago. An 
absolutely beautiful wedding! True story! 
 
In A Nutshell: 
If an idea doesn’t fit for a single, then think out of the box, who else may fit this 
bill? You never know that may be why you were given that profile, for someone 
else! 
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What Can We Do? 
We need to believe that Hashem doesn’t do anything in vain. If you by Hashgocha 
Protis ended up with this profile, you may have the merit to recommend it to 
someone else you do know. Don’t just say “Oh! It’s not for me!”. Pass it on! 
 
9. Hashem will do whatever it takes! 
I was receiving suggestions a couple years ago from the computer. Honestly, the 
computer was fed all the information, (The girls’ and boys’ profiles) and it 
produced suggestions based on the information it was given. Because my name 
was on the bottom of the profile of a girl, representing her as her Matchmaker, I 
got a suggestion that the computer thinks is a good match. I sent this over to the 
mother of the girl, who lives in Sydney. The boy lives in Ottawa. She shows it to 
her husband. “The computer thinks they’re a match!” She told him. The mother of 
the girl said to me, Let’s see if their 5 Deal-breakers match up”! We crossed 
checked and they were very very close. “Would you believe it; my husband went 
to school 35 years ago with his father! We like the idea! Let’s do it, Toby ask 
them”. They met, and a few weeks later were happily engaged and are now 
happily married! How wonderous and mysterious are the ways of Hashem! He 
even gets computers to do the work for Him! When it has to happen, and the 
time is ripe it can come in the most interesting ways. True story! 
 
In A Nutshell: 
If Hashem wants a Shidduch to happen, He will bridge the gap between oceans 
way! He even gets computers to do the work for him! 
 
What Can We Do? 
Don’t ridicule even the remotest ideas. When any Shidduch idea comes your way, 
STOP and think, “This must be for a reason”. And seriously consider sharing ideas. 
 
10. The Wrong Guy Was The Right One! 
I was suggested a name of a boy for one of my (9) daughters. I call up someone 
for his opinion, since he knew the boy well. He said, “Nah! Why bother with him? 
why don’t you try this one, (suggesting another name)”. I answered him, “I am 
not looking for other names, I just want your opinion on the one I originally asked 
you. ” He replied with such a conviction and said, “Toby listen, this one I am 
suggesting, he’s such a geshmakah boy! He has everything your daughter would 
want in a spouse. I know, trust me he’s awesome. Here’s his profile, look into him, 
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and please forget the other guy!” He actually convinced me. I did my research on 
this new guy, and Lo and behold! It was my daughter’s bashert!  
 
You see, Hashem in His incredible ways, led me to this particular person, to talk 
me out of being interested in the first boy, and convinced me his idea was the real 
bashert one for my daughter! True story! B”H they are happily married. 
 
In A Nutshell: 
Even when we think positively, we are looking in the right place for a certain 
match, you never know if that was just to lead you to the REAL one! 
 
What Can We Do? 
Be flexible, especially when someone else is certain about an idea. Ask a lot of 
questions. Be open to listen to an idea that may not be so sensible at first, but If 
someone insists, they fell it’s a good fit, just listen. There may just be something 
to it. My point is, do not dismiss ideas too easily. 
 
Bottom line: 
Being a Matchmaker/Dating Coach for many years, I recently recognized there are 
many frustrated and discouraged singles in their search for their soulmate. The 
main complaint they voiced was that they keep getting set up with the wrong 
people, thus draining them emotionally. The second reason for their frustration is 
that they cannot find the perfect person! I knew something had to be done. I 
created an original new concept of Interviewing singles for 1-2 hours thus getting 
to know them on a personal level understanding their needs and aspirations. 
(check out my website tobydatingcoach.com)  
 
I challenge singles by asking very specific questions. Through exploring, 
discovering and pinpointing their absolute deal breakers, not only does this result 
in them identifying their core needs, I as a Matchmaker get to know them 
extremely well, enabling me to know exactly what to look for them.                                    
 
I as a Matchmaker/Dating Coach, discovered one bigger obstacle. That is the 
picture that comes with a profile. We dismiss a suggestion too easily based merely 
on the photo hindering so many potential singles from meeting their Bashert. My 
humble opinion is wishing this idea to be abolished. I have seen too many 
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amazing potential possibilities being rejected because the look is not the type 
they had in mind. I always say, A person is so much more than a photo! 
 
Therefore, I encourage singles to send me a 2-minute talking profile, which will 
include their passion, hobbies, job, and a few deal breakers they are seeking in a 
spouse. A short video (that doesn’t get sent out, but rather ‘shown’ by zoom) can 
genuinely represent them through their body language, emotions, a smile, and 
expressions. This enables them a better chance to be seen in a candid and 
authentic more effective than a mere cold photo. (By the way, around 11 couples 
are happily married today because of the video clip. Their other half was given a 
chance.) Photos are turning away Shidduchim! 
 
The single (or parent) is asked to contact me once every 2 weeks, until the day 
they are engaged.  “Send me just one word”, I tell them. “Available”, or “Busy”. 
When I see a message that says “Available”, I look at my database and see who 
has (as close as possible) similar 5 deal breakers, that they are seeking for a 
spouse. Only then will I suggest an idea. 


